[image: image1.jpg]



For Immediate Release





        Jan. 12, 2012
Contact:  Jacqueline Clark, APR, Fellow PRSA

(913) 451-8900 office

Ash Grove Cement Company Announces All Manufacturing Plants ISO Certified

No other domestic cement manufacturers have achieved this distinction

OVERLAND PARK, Kan., Jan. 12, 2012  --  “Ash Grove is the only domestic cement manufacturer to have its entire fleet of eight operating clinker manufacturing facilities earn the prestigious ISO 14001 certification,” said Curtis Lesslie, PE, vice president of environmental affairs.  

In 2010, seven of the company’s facilities earned the designation; its reconstructed Foreman, Ark., plant earned it in December 2011, according to Lesslie.

The certification, administered by the International Organization of Standardization (ISO), requires companies to adopt a rigorous, systematic environmental management system customized to the needs unique to its facilities and subject it to continuous improvement.  Once such a program is implemented, certified third-party auditors conduct an extensive audit to verify compliance with the ISO standards before certification is granted and follow up with annual assurance audits.

“We are pleased to have earned the ISO 14001 certification for all of our plants.  The certification validates all of the work Ash Grove has done to create and maintain our environmental management systems.  Our commitment to earning the certification is a cornerstone of our environmental leadership program,” said Lesslie.

-more-

Ash Grove’s ISO 14001 certified plants, in addition to its Foreman location, are located in:  Chanute, Kan.; Durkee, Ore.; Leamington, Utah; Louisville, Nebr.; Midlothian, Texas; Montana City, Mont.; and Seattle, Wash.
Celebrating 130 years of operations in 2012, the Ash Grove Cement Company (www.ashgrove.com) has distinguished itself in the cement industry with a strong and longstanding tradition of service, reliability and quality.  As the largest American-owned cement company, Ash Grove has the capacity to produce more than 8 million tons of cement annually from eight cement plants located across the country and to distribute through more than 20 cement terminals, ready-mixed concrete, aggregates, packaged products and paving operations.

The Sunderland family has led the privately-held Ash Grove Cement Company for four generations.  The company’s commitment to environmental stewardship, social responsibility and economic prosperity are at the core of the company leaders’ values.  Ash Grove has strong ties to the communities in which it operates.
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